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In 1792 the Abolitionist Movement were successful in getting the House of Commons to agree that the Slave Trade should be discontinued. However it was not until 27th July 1807 that the carriage of slaves on British vessels was prohibited by law, coming into effect from 1st March 1808. The reason for the lengthy delay was due to the great number of petitions brought by influential mercantile firms including The Royal African Company and the Society of Merchant Venturers. (Ref 1)

So, by taking the middle years of this period an exercise has been undertaken to see how many vessels were actually involved in this trade, the details being taken from Lloyds List nos. 3049-4115.

It will be noticed that Liverpool was by far and away the most prominent in despatching “blackbirders” to Africa. London, although trading in this market, was beginning to trade in other commodities such as gold dust, ivory, wax, gum and palm oil. Regarding Bristol, this port had its heyday in the trade some 50-60 years earlier and was now mainly concentrating on plantation slavery in the West Indies and the maintenance thereof (Ref 2)

Some salient points:

A
Between 1798 and 1802 Liverpool ships carried on average in excess of 37,000 slaves a year but in the next 4 years 1803-1807 slave movement was reduced by 30% to just under 26,000 a year. (Ref 3)
B
H. Crow was one of the most prominent captains in the trade, in command of vessels “Will” and “Ceres” and finished with the “distinction” of being in charge of the last slave ship to depart from Liverpool. This vessel was “Kitty’s Amelia” which left during July 1807 and arrived in the West Indes with 400 slaves aboard. (Ref 4)
C
“Louisa”, Capt Brown commanding, landed 326 slaves in Jamaica and netted in excess of £19,300 when sold (voyage 1800) (Ref 5)

D
“London”, Capt Buckle commanding, carried cargoes for Sierra Leone Company, who were staunch abolitionists (Voyage 1800) (Ref 6)

E
Well-known slave merchants included:



Aspinall & Co



J Bolton & Co



G Case & Co (became Mayor of Liverpool)



Deniston & Co



Earle & Co (Mr T Earle also became Mayor of Liverpool)



T Hughan

T Leyland & Co (Mr T Leyland ended up as a banker forming his own bank, Leyland & Bullins in 1807. He left over £600,000 in his estate.)

R Miles & Co

J Penny & Co

J Tarlelton & Co, also Tarleton & Backhouse

Tobin & Co
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